Bulbar trigeminal stereotactic nucleotractotomy for treatment of facial pain.
Many pharmacological and surgical treatments are available for the treatment of chronic facial pain. However, many of them are expensive and often very ineffective. Past publications suggested that bulbar trigeminal stereotactic nucleotractotomy is a very useful procedure for the treatment of neuropathic or oncologic facial pain. The authors describe the results of treatment with stereotactic nucleotractotomy in 58 patients with chronic facial pain. The intensity of the pain was evaluated according to the visual analogue scale, and daily life activities were also evaluated. The conclusion was that this procedure is a safe and effective method for treatment of postherpetic neuralgia, Wallenberg's syndrome and oncologic facial pain but not of trigeminal neuralgia.